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Minutes 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 
 
 
A special meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 4:08 
p.m. by Pamela Melville, Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley Community 
Center, 100 N. East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Pamela Melville, Chairperson; Tom Brandt; 
Stephen Penner.  

B. Commissioners Absent:  Excused – Dolores Payan.   
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Selena Garcia; Lauren Tavlan  
D. Staff Present:  Joel Glick, Community Services Director; Sarah Reid, 

Community Services Superintendent; Denise Phariss, Administrative 
Assistant. 

E. Others Present:  Felicia Cousart Matlosz, Reedley Exponent; Esmeralda 
Hernandez, Fresno State Intern. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Penner, seconded by Commissioner Brandt, that 
the minutes of June 25, 2015 be approved.  The motion carried. 

 
3. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
 
4. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Resignation letter from Commissioner Kelly deJarnette. 
B. John Kellogg expressed interest in applying for Kelly’s vacated position. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Girl Scouts Little Library Ribbon Cutting – Several representatives 
from Girl Scouts Troop #3137 were on hand for the ribbon cutting of the 
new Little Library that was donated by their Troop and placed at the 
Reedley Community Center.  People are encouraged to take a book and 
donate a book.  The Girl Scout Troop #3137 donated several children’s 
books to get it started.  They are also selling bookmarks that they 
designed and made for $ .50 each to help with the upkeep of the Little 
Library.   

B. Coach of the Year Recommendation – Three coaches were nominated 
– Encarnacion Cantu, Jr., Antonio Molina, and Ramon Romero.  After 
questions and discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Penner, 
seconded by Commissioner Brandt to select Encarnacion Cantu, Jr. as 
the 2015 Coach of the Year.  Motion carried.  He has coached Jr. Giants 
for 3 years and has his 2 older children assist him with coaching.  In 
addition to coaching the players on how to play baseball, he also follows 
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the Jr. Giants curriculum, stressing reading, sportsmanship, etc.   
C. River City Theatre Company Dress Rehearsal Application Review – 

One application was received from Pete P. Peters Honors Program at 
Reedley College to attend a dress rehearsal.  This is an opportunity for 
people to attend who might not otherwise be able to pay the ticket fee to 
see a show.  They have 40 participants.  Motion by Commissioner Penner, 
seconded by Commissioner Brandt to recommend the Pete P. Peters 
Honors Program at Reedley College receive one of the scholarships.  
Motion carried.  Sarah was directed to coordinate with River City Theatre 
Company and the Honors Program to schedule one of the shows.  It was 
mentioned that there are shows that would be appropriate for the Girl 
Scouts.  Sarah will contact them to see if they are interested in applying.   

D. Sports Park Master Plan Revision – Royston, Hanamoto, Alley and 
Abey (RHAA) presented the current plan, as well as revisions that were 
made based on input from City Council during a recent workshop session.  
The Commission reviewed the revised plan, but had some questions for 
Cordy Hill of RHAA.  There was concern about the splash pad being 
located closer to the dog park and tennis courts.  It was felt that it should 
be close to the playground and picnic area.  We were also reminded that 
the splash pad will be seasonal.  The Commission indicated that grouped 
together it would be a great birthday party area – a “kid friendly” play area.  
The ages for splash pad participants is 2-12 or 14, which are the same 
ages that will use the playground.  Since young people won’t play tennis, it 
seemed mismatched for the area.  It was also felt that the noise from 
children playing in the splash pad might be disruptive if tennis matches 
were underway.  With safety in mind, It was felt that with increased good 
activity, the bad element will move out.  It was suggested to add the 
infrastructure for security cameras as a means of deterring trouble.  The 
suggestion was made to move two of the volleyball courts to the dog park 
area and enlarge the picnic area where the volleyball courts had been.  
Another suggestion was to make sure that the soccer fields can also 
accommodate baseball practice fields.  This will make those areas multi-
purpose.  After RHAA makes the revisions, it will go back to City Council 
in October or November to be finalized.  Joel encouraged the Commission 
to attend the meeting to explain their reasoning for changes, if asked.   

 
6. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  

A. Selena Garcia – Will be helping next week at TL Reed After School 
program.   

B. Lauren Tavlan – None. 
 
7. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Joel Glick 
1) Mueller Park Beautification Project – The contractor is done with his 

part.  City staff will finish the rest.  Within two weeks staff will start 
working on repairing the pavilion, installing picnic tables and 
barbecues, adding bark and sand to the playground, installing a 
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shade structure and playground components.  A ribbon cutting has 
been tentatively planned for the first Saturday in November.  
Commissioners were encouraged to attend.  A lunch will be served.  
Champions for Change will also help with the ribbon cutting event.   

2) Boats and Waterways Grant – Quad Knoff was selected as the 
consultant for this project.  The next step will be to apply for the 
construction grant.  The State processes the grants with federal 
money.   

3) Airport Security Perimeter Fence Phase II – Grant funding was 
received from the FAA for the second phase of the security fencing 
project at the airport.  Ranch Fence was awarded the bid for 
construction.   

 
B. Sarah Reid – Informed the Commission and Youth Reps that some 

upcoming volunteer opportunities include:  Fiesta Walk Run, 
Halloween/Red Ribbon Carnival and Concert in the Park.   

 
8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

A. Commissioner Penner – Asked how adult swim (lap swim) was going.  
He asked about adding a morning swim time.  Sarah indicated that 
participation has been good - averaging 26 per day.  25-30 participants 
are signed up for Water Aerobics.  Revenue is on track for these two 
programs.  Sarah indicated that she wants to get through an entire year of 
programming at the RHS pool before making any changes to the schedule 
or adding new programs/classes.   

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant   Pamela Melville, Chairperson 
 
 
                                                                            
Joel Glick, Community Services Director 


